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Human Trafficking and Health Care
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* BUT
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18 
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MEANS
Is there force, fraud, or coercion?

MONEY
Is someone else benefiting financially?

X

WHAT ARE THE KEY FACTORS?





Consumers

3 MAJOR GROUPS

Traffickers

Victims
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ILLEGAL EVERYWHERE

40 MILLION PEOPLE,  71% FEMALE

1 IN 4 ARE CHILDREN

$ 150 BILLION INDUSTRY

GLOBAL PROBLEM

Source: “Global Estimates of Modern Slavery.” International Labour Organization and Walk Free Foundation, 2018.



403,000

Source: “Global Estimates of Modern Slavery.” International Labour Organization and Walk Free Foundation, 2018.

NATIONAL PROBLEM



NY

LOCAL PROBLEM

Source:  Restore NYC, client data report, run March 2018; Polaris, 2017 Impact Report



ILLICIT MASSAGE RESIDENTIAL BROTHEL

HOTEL SERVICES DOMESTIC WORK



National Human Trafficking Hotline
Suffolk County, NY

January 1, 2012  – June 30, 2017

- 736 substantive calls
- only 4% of calls from medical professional

LOCAL PROBLEM

NASSAU #s ?



National Human Trafficking Hotline
Suffolk County, NY

December 2007  – June 30, 2017

- 38% of potential cases were labor trafficking

- 16% = the national average

LOCAL PROBLEM

NASSAU #s ?





88%
of survivors 
accessed healthcare

Lederer and Wetzel, “The Health Consequences of Sex Trafficking and Their Implications for Identifying Victims in health care Facilities.” Annals of Health Law. 2014, Volume 23, Issue 1.



81%
were never screened
for trafficking

Lumpkin and Taboada, “Identification and Referral for Human Trafficking Survivors in Health Care Settings: Survey Report.” Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking, 2017.



Chisolm-Straker, Richardson, & Cossio. (2012). Combating Slavery in the 21st Century: The Role of Emergency Medicine. Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved Vol 23. 
Johns Hopkins University Press.

95%
of ER doctors & nurses 
never formally trained
on trafficking





To equip staff to better identify and respond
to potential victims of trafficking
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Northwell Health
Human Trafficking Response Program (NHHTRP)

Huntington Hospital & the Dolan Family Health Center

• September 2017 – Begin Task Force training

• January 2018 – Human Trafficking Symposium
– Complete Task Force training

PILOT



November 4, 2017
Public Health Law - PBH § 2805-y
Identification & assessment of human trafficking victims

Requires hospitals to:
• establish policies and procedures pertaining to the 

identification, assessment, treatment, and referral of 
suspected victims of human trafficking

• provide training for staff to recognize indicators of a 
potential victim of human trafficking 

NY STATE LAW



Northwell Health
Human Trafficking Response Program (NHHTRP)

Huntington Hospital & the Dolan Family Health Center

• April 2018 – Official rollout of hospital-wide trainings

• August 2018 – Completion of trainings

PILOT
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1) Is somebody holding your ID or passport?

2) Have you provided sex for money, food, shelter, 
or other needs?

3) Does someone require you to pay part of your 
earnings to them?

4) Is the job/pay different than what you were 
promised?

HUMAN TRAFFICKING SCREEN
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SCREENING FOR TRAFFICKING
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INSTITUTION TRAINING & ROLLOUT TIMELINE

Month 1

• Identify Task Force 
Members and 
Champions

• Identify Key Community 
Resources

• Book Rooms for Task 
Force and General Staff 
Trainings 

• Task Force and 
Champions completes 
iLearn 1.0

Month 2, 3 Month 3,4
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INSTITUTION TRAINING & ROLLOUT TIMELINE

Month 1

• Identify Task Force 
Members and 
Champions

• Identify Key Community 
Resources

• Book Rooms for Task 
Force and General Staff 
Trainings 

• Task Force and 
Champions completes 
iLearn 1.0

Month 2, 3

• Train Task Force 
& Champions -2 
Two hour Monthly 
Sessions 

• Upload 
Community 
Resources by 
category to 
website

• General Staff 
completes iLearn 
1.0

Month 3,4

• Train General 
Staff in ED and 
Ambulatory Site -
90 minute Live

• Task Force 
completes iLearn 
2.0

• General Staff 
completes iLearn 
2.0





LOCATION TYPE OF TRAINING # of 
PARTICIPANTS NOTES

Dolan
2 – 60 min. LIVE 

101 & CHAMPION 
Trainings

49

Huntington 90 min. LIVE 
101 Trainings 270

Huntington 2 hr. LIVE 
CHAMPION Training 57 These participants also 

included in 101 training

Huntington iLearn 1.0 1,539 completed



LOCATION TYPE OF TRAINING # of 
PARTICIPANTS NOTES

Lenox Hill
UES

90 min. LIVE 
101 Training 391

Lenox Hill
UES

2 hr. LIVE
CHAMPION Training 140

Lenox Hill
UES iLearn 1.0

Lenox Hill
GV

90 min. LIVE 
101 Training

Scheduled for 
December

Lenox Hill
GV

2 hr. LIVE
CHAMPION Training

Scheduled for 
December



• 710 health care professionals trained at Huntington, 
Dolan, and Lenox Hill UES

• Training evaluation (improvement in attitude, 
knowledge, and skill to recognize indicators of 
potential victims of human trafficking)

• 7 cases identified at Huntington ED and Dolan Family 
Health Center

SO FAR…





• Rollout Phelps (Westchester) and LIJ (New Hyde Park)

• ICD codes

• Center for Learning & Innovation

• GoHealth Urgent Care centers

• Medical School

WHAT’S NEXT?





RESTORE NYC
informational handout 
available


